
Projects You Can Use: Using Intentional Linkers to Connect with Worship 
Guests 
 
I attended a Building Healthy Churches 
conference November 1-3, 2007. Paul 
Borden, the author of Hit the Bulls- eye 
and Direct Hit, was the workshop leader. 
This event was sponsored by the Presbytery 
of Charlotte. 
 
During the workshop, Paul Borden made a 
statement that has stayed with me. He said, 
"People aren't looking for a friendly church. 
People are looking for friends." I agree with 
Paul. Personally, I have yet to attend the 
second friendliest church in town. 
 
Although all churches consider themselves to 
be friendly, the truth is that people are 
looking for friends. They don't just want to know if members of the church will be 
friendly towards them. They want to know whether or not any of the members of the 
church will actually become their friends. 
 
Helping guest make friends requires having in place an assimilation process that 
connects people with guest, from their very first visit, until they actually decide to 
"hang their hat" and call your congregation their spiritual home. I want to share with 
you a project that you can use that will help you to effectively connect with guests 
during their initial visits. It will permit you to recruit and train intentional linkers, 
which is an essential first step in any assimilation process. 
 






